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HOT TOPICS IN LABORATORY MEDICINE

Harmonisation in autoanti-
body testing: a dream or a
reality?

by Dr Joanna Sheldon PhD, FRCPath
Consultant Immunologist, St. George's Hospital, Lon-
don, UK

Detection and quantification of autoantibodies
is firmly embedded in diagnostic laboratories.
These tests contribute to the diagnosis, treatment
and management of patients with autoimmune
diseases. Over the last three decades, the reque-
sting of autoantibody testing has increased dra-
matically. Considering the incidence and preva-
lence of many autoimmune type diseases had not change significantly,
the demand and increase in demand seems inappropriate.

To be continued on page 2

[ | Issue n. 5/2018

» Hot topics in Laboratory Medicine
Harmonisation in autoantibody testing: a dream or a
reality?

» News from EFLM Committees
and Working Groups

Vacancies in EFLM Functional Units
EFLM Bursary Programme

Updates on EFLM Publications
News from EFLM N

Foreword

by Harjit Pal Bhattoa, Editor EFLM EuroLabNews

In the present issue, Consultant
Immunologist Dr. Joanna Sheldon
explores the challenges in har-
monizing autoantibody testing
under the Hot Topic column.
Rita Andrea Horvath and Andrew
St John, members of the EFLM
- Working Group on Test Evalua-
0 tion, present a report on the
EFLM-AACB Workshop “Value of
Biomarker” held in Sydney in
March this year where they discuss the possibilities of
how to improve the process of test development. Daria
Pasalic, Chair of the EFLM Education and Training Com-
mittee reports the activities of the committee in the
past six months. Call for nomination for 3 full members
and a young scientist member is advertised by the
EFLM Preanalytical Phase Working Group. Another
exciting opportunity for young participants is presented
as an EFLM bursary programme to the attend the 5th
EFLM Conference on Preanalytical Phase to be held in
Zagreb on 22-23 March, 2019. MariaStella Graziani,
Chair of the EFLM Communications Committee, provides
an update on the EFLM publications list. The National
Society of Spain outlines their latest professional activities.
Additionally first experience of EFLMLabX is presented
by the Medical University of Bialystok, Poland. The 5th
EFLM-UEMS Conference in Turkey and EuroMedLab in
Barcelona are some of the exciting upcoming events
enlisted in the Calendar of Events.
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10 13 October 2018

5" EFLM UEMS Joint Congress

Laboratory Medicine at the clinical interface
Antalya, Turkey http://eflm uems antalya2018.org/

16 18 October 2018

50t National Congress of S.1.Bio.C.
"Innovation in Laboratory Medicine"
Naples, Italy http://congresso.sibioc.it/2018/home

Laboratory Medicine

18 19 October 2018
EQALM Symposium 2018

Zagreb, Croatia www.eqalm.org

24 26 October 2018
LABCLIN 2018 XII National Congress of Clinical Laboratory
Bilbao, Spain www.labclin2018.es

26 30 October 2018

International Biochemistry Congress 2018 / 29" National
Biochemistry Congress of TBS

Bodrum, Turkey https://www.biyokimyakongresi.org/

30 October 2018

International Conference on Laboratory Medicine Laboratory
Medicine: 25 years on"

Padova (IT) http://www.lccongressi.it/laboratorymedicine2018/

13 November 2018

Workshop on Alzheimer s Disease Making the point

For more information: pragueworkshop2018@cbttravel.cz
Prague, Czech Rep.

27 November 2018
Preanalytical mysteries
EFLM webinar

on line https://elearning.efim.eu

29 November 2018

12% International Scientific CIRME Meeting "'Standardization
in Laboratory Medicine and Patient Safety"

Milan (IT) http://users.unimi.it/cirme/home/

29 November 2018

Place and role of the medical biology and lab medicine in the
Health System Transformation Strategy

Paris, France Click here for information
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7 8 December 2018
JBP 2018 Journees de Biologie Praticienne
Paris (FR) mf.gaudeau.toussaint@gmail.com

24 27 December 2018
ICB 2018 2nd International Congress on Biomedicine
Tehran, Iran http://www.icb2018.com/

7 8 February 2019
International Congress on Quality in Laboratory Medicine
Helsinki, Finland https://www.labquality.fi/en

22 23 March 2019 Cr_LM
5" EFLM BD European Conference on Preanalytical Phase
Biannual Conference organized by the EFLM Working Group on
"Preanalyical Phase" in collaboration with BD

Zagabria, Croatia http://www.preanalytical phase.org/

4 5 April 2019

10"European Symposium on Clinical Laboratory and In Vitro Diagnostic
Industry The clinical laboratory in the pregnancy monitoring
Barcelona, Spain

http://www.iec.cat/jornades/laboratoriclinic2019.asp

18 May 2019
VIl International Symposium Laboratory Medicine and Quality.
Satellite Meeting EuroMedLab 2019

Barcelona, Spain WWW.Seqc.es

19 23 May 2019 EecLMm

EuroMedLab 2019
23 |FCC EFLM European Congress of Clinical Chemistry and
Laboratory Medicine

Barcelona, Spain http://www.euromedlab2019barcelona.org

19 May 2019
International Symposium: Breast Cancer and Environment.
Satellite Meeting EuroMedLab 2019

Barcelona, Spain WWw.seqc.es

19 May 2019

International Symposium: Standardization

and Recommendations in the Laboratory of Haematology.
Satellite Meeting EuroMedLab 2019

Barcelona, Spain www.seqc.es

9 12 June 2020

XXXVII Nordic Congress in Medical Biochemistry

Trondheim, Norway www.nfkk2020.no
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