
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Newsletter of the Asia -Pacific Federation for Clinical Biochemistry and  
Laboratory  Medicine  for  circulation  among APFCB and IFCC members only  



APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 
 

 

 

 

Publication  Team,  2024  Issue 1 
 
 

Chief Editor  Prof.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla,  

INDIA 

Past Chief  Editors  Dr.  Raja Elina Raja Aziddin,  

MALAYSIA 

 
Prof.  Praveen Sharma,  

INDIA 

 
Dr.  Joseph B Lopez,  

MALAYSIA 

Editorial Members  Dr.  Leslie  Lai, Kuala lumpur,  
MALAYSIA 

 
Prof.  Ryunosuke  Ohkawa,  

JAPAN 

 
Prof.  Deepak  Parchwani,  

INDIA 

 

Dr.  Vivek  Pant, NEPAL 

 
APFCB Membership  

Council  Members  

Australasian  Association  of  Clinical  Biochemists  (AACB) 

Association of Clinical Biochemists of India (ACBI) 

Association  for  Clinical  Biochemistry,  Sri Lanka (ACBSL) 

Chinese  Society  of  Laboratory  Medicine  (CSLM) 

Chinese  Association  for  Clinical  Biochemistry,  Taiwan  (CACB) 

Hong  Kong  Society  of  Clinical Chemistry  (HKSCC) 

Indonesian Association  for  Clinical  Chemistry  (IACC) 

Iranian  Association  of  Clinical  Laboratory  Doctors  (IACLD) 

Japan Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry (JSCC) 

Korean  Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry  (KSCC) 

Malaysian  Association  of  Clinical  Biochemistry  (MACB) 

Mongolian  Association  of  Health  Laboratories  (MAHL) 

Nepal  Association  for  Medical  Laboratory  Sciences (NAMLS) 

Pakistan  Society  of  Chemical  Pathologists  (PSCP) 

Philippine Association of Medical Technologists (PAMET)  

Singapore Association of Clinical Biochemistry (SACB)  

Thailand  Association  of  Clinical  Biochemists  (TACB) 

Vietnamese  Association  of  Clinical  Biochemistry  (VACB) 

Affiliate  Members  

Chinese  Association  of  Clinical  Laboratory  Management  (CACLM) 
Association  of  Medical  Biochemists  of  India  (AMBI) 

Macao Laboratory Medicine Association (MLMA)  

Nepalese Association for Clinical Chemistry (NACC)  

College  of  Chemical  Pathologists  of  Sri Lanka (CCPSL) 

Philippine Council for Quality Assurance in Clinical Laboratories  

(PCQACL) 

Corporate Members  

Abbott  Laboratories  (Singapore)  Pte Ltd.  

Beckman Coulter  Hong  Kong  Ltd.  
Becton  Dickinson  Holdings  Pte. Ltd.  

Bio- Rad Laboratories  (Singapore)  Pte Ltd.  

DiaSys Diagnostic  Systems GmbH 

Roche Diagnostics  Asia Pacific  Pte Ltd.  

Siemens Healthcare  Pte Ltd.  
Snibe Diagnostics  Pte Ltd.  

Roche Diagnostics Pte Ltd.  

Waters Pacific  Pte Ltd.  

Sukraa Software  Solution  Pvt Ltd  

sysmex  Pte Ltd.  Singapore  

RCPA QAP Pvt Ltd  Sydney, Australia  

Thermo  Fisher  Scientific  

Greiner Bio - One Singapore Pte. Ltd.  

QuidelOrtho  Pvt Ltd  

APFCB Executive  Board and Chairmen  
of  Committees,  Elected  2024 

 

Executive  Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chairman  of  Committees  
 

Communications and  

Publications  

Prof.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla,  

INDIA 

Education  

 
Laboratory  Management  

Dr.  Cui Wei, 

CHINA 

 

Dr.  Tjan  Sian Hwa, 

INDONESIA 

Scientific  Dr.  Tze Ping Loh,  

SINGAPORE 

Congress  and  Conference  
Dr.  Woei- horng  Fang, 

TAIWAN 

Submissions  
The APFCB News welcomes  suitable  contributions  for  

publication. These should be sent electronically to the Chief  

Editor. Statements of opinions are those of the contributors  

and are not  to  be construed  as official  statements,  evaluations  

or  endorsements  by the  APFCB or  its  official  bodies.  

Contact  email:  c-cp@apfcb.org 

Cover page: Three Friends of  Winter  in  a Chinese Garden 

by Dr.  Tan It  Koo, 

Founding  and Past President APFCB 

 
 

Address 

The registered  address  of  APFCB is as follows:  

APFCB, c/o Solid Track Management Pte Ltd. 150 Cecil Street,  

#10 - 06,  Singapore  069543  

President  Dr.  Tony  Badrick  

 
CEO, RCPAQAP 

Faculty of Health Sciences and  

Medicine,  Bond University,  Australia  

Immediate  Past Dr.  Endang  Hoyaranda  

President  Prodia  Group,  Jakarta, Indonesia  

Vice- President  Dr.  Samuel Vasikaran  

 
Consultant  Chemical  Pathologist,  

PathWest- Laboratory Medicine,  

Western Australia  

Secretary  Prof.  Praveen Sharma 

 
Former  Professor  and  Head,  Dean 

Research Biochemistry at AIIMS,  

Jodhpur,  India  

Editor - in - chief,  Indian  Journal  of  

Clinical  Biochemistry  

Treasurer  Dr.  Raja Elina Raja Aziddin  

 
Senior  Biochemist  and  Head of  the  

Drug and Research Laboratory,  

Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia  

Corporate  Representative  Dr.  Douglas  W. Chung  

 Area Marketing  Manager  Asia 

Pacific,  Core Diagnostics  at Abbott  
Laboratories  

 



APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 

 

Contents  

From  the  desk  of  Chief  Editor  -  Prof.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla  01  

Message from  APFCB President  -  Dr.  Tony  Badrick  03  

Greetings from IFCC President -  Dr. Tomris Ozben  04  

APFCB Activities  2024  

Report  APFCB Communication  & Publications  Committee  (C- CP) 07  

Report APFCB Education Committee (C - E)- APFCB Laboratory Medicine  Contest  13  

Member Societies -  Annual  Activities  Reports 

National Society  Report -  JSCC Japan 16  

National Society  Report -  CACB Taiwan 19  

National Society  Report -  ACBI India  21  

National Society  Report -  KSCC Korea KSCC Spring Meeting,  May 2023  32  

National Society  Report -  KSCC Korea KSCC Fall Meeting,  Nov 2023  37  

National Society  Report -  IACC Indonesia  43  

National Society Report -  MACB Malaysia  48  

Young Scientists  Column 

The IFCC Task Force -  Young  Scientists  (IFCC TF- YS): Perspective for Young Scientist in 2024  55  

Young  Scientist  Interview  Dr.  Chao Lien  Liu,  Japan 57  

Young  Scientist  Interview  Dr.  Vivek Pant,  Nepal  61  

 
Industry  Voice Section  

Symphony  of Science and  Sustainability -  A Green Revolution  in Laboratories  65  

 

Expert  Opinion  Paper 

Cardiovascular  Disease Epidemic  in  India  and  Triglyceride  -  Associated  Residual  69  

Atherosclerotic  Cardiovascular  Disease Risk  

Navigating  Lp(a) Measurement  Challenges:  From  Guidelines  to  Laboratory  Perspectives  79  

Understanding  and  Addressing  Healthcare  Workforce  Shortages  89  

Special Report  

APFCB -  APAC CVD Alliance  (Asia- Pacific  Cardiovascular  Disease Alliance)  92  
  



APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 

 

 

APFCB Auspices 

APFCB Auspices  Events Calendar,  Activities  2023  94  

Clinical  Case 

(APFCB Laboratory Medicine  Case Contest)  

Case 1 ð Dr.  Ni Kadek  Mulyantari,  Indonesia  96  

Case 2 ð Dr.  Sumita  Sharma, India  98  

Case 3 -  Dr  Hani  Ajrina  Zulkeflee,  Malaysia  102  

Painting  Story  

Three  Friends  of  Winter  in  a Chinese  Garden                108



APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 

 

1 

From  the  desk  of  Chief  Editor,  

APFCB  eNews  

Dear Friends,  

 
With the rise of the New Year 2024, the Team APFCB Committee of Communication and  

Publications  (C- CP) presents  you  with  the  1st  issue  of  APFCB News,  2024.  The New Year came with  

new hopes  while facing different challenges  to  deliver  the  responsibility of development,  

overseeing, reviewing, and addressing system - wide policies as well as issues pertaining to the  

organization's website and its online operations along with APFCB news publications. After  

assuming the role by current C - CP, the APFCB is not only officially available but is actively  

disseminating  the  relevant  information  under  the  purview  of  APFCB on  official  Facebook,  Twitter,  

LinkedIn,  Instagram and  YouTube.  

In this  issue, we bring you information and news from various APFCB member countries, with a  

wide  spectrum  ranging  from  annual  reports  of  the  year 2023  to  the  academic  activities  performed  

at both National and International levels. With the letter of òChief Editor & APFCB Presidentó, we 

also welcome the address by òIFCC President, Prof. Tomris Ozbenó for the APFCB community 

while  beginning  her  term  of  office on January  1st,  2024.  

Expertõs opinion  in  this  issue  is focused  into  the  field  of  cardiovascular  scien ce, highlighting  the  

triglyceride associated residual atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease risk to the challenges  

involved  while  measuring  Lp(a) levels.  Special  report  from  APFCB -  APAC CVD Alliance  to  mention  

the ongoing collaborative work to elevate the public and policy awareness about CVD at the  

regional and domestic forums in Asia. Industry partners have shown great enthusiasm with the  

report on  Green Revolution  in  Laboratories.  

Since the  C- CP resumed  the  office,  Young  Scientist  column  has become  the integral  part  of  APFCB 

news showcasing  excellent report of  activities by IFCC - TFYS extending  to the  interesting  

conversation  with young scientist  from  Japan and Nepal.  Future  Leaders!  

 
Prof.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla  

Chief  Editor,  APFCB eNews 
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APFCB auspices events and activities calendar presented indicating commitment to promote  

scientific events under APFCB umbrella. One of important readerõs attractions is òCase Seriesó 

from  APFCB lab  medicine  case contest  contributed by  APFCB Education committee.  

Donõt forget to login to APFCB social media for receiving constant updating news about the 

APFCB Congress 2024, Sydney  Australia. Join us  at the  Congress!  

This time, Dr . Tan It Koon is taking us to visit òThree Friends of Winter in a Chinese Gardenó 

through his  lively  painting  strokes  and  its  mesmerizing  description.  

As members of the Committee on communication and publication, we continue to take pride in  

APFCB system and its continuing improvement. C - CP Team is keen to extend the invitation to  

the member societies for corresponding members and young scientists positions open in  

committee.  Join us!  

 
Happy New Year 2024!  

 

Happy Reading!!  

Best Wishes 

Team APFCB C-CP 
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From  the  desk  of  APFCB  

President  

 

 

Greetings  

 

At this time of the year, we often reflect on the year that has been and consider what we have  

learnt from the experience to carry into next year. At the beginning of 2023, many countries  

were  still  coming  out  of  lockdown.  The impact  of  COVID- 19  on  the  world  cannot  be 

understated, yet strangely, we have moved on. It was a tragic time fo r many. We learned the  

importance of so many people in keeping our societies functioning: healthcare professionals,  

shops, manufacturers, logistics, and those involved with waste disposal. Laboratories were  

recognized  for  the  key role  they  play  in  a pandem ic,  in  fact  without  laboratories,  the  pandemic  

would  have been  far  worse.  The scientific  response  to  the pandemic  was incredible.  

But we realized  how  fragile  our  systems,  and  sometimes  people,  were.  Sustaining  the  pressure  

of  providing  critical  results  in  the  face of  a workforce  that  was susceptible  to  the  infection  over  

those  covid  years was an enormous  challenge.  The risk  has not  disappeared,  but  we have more  

tools  now to  deal  with  another emerging  pandemic.  

We need not forget the important lessons of well - trained and competent staff and internal  

processes. Our quality systems and quality people held the worst impacts of the virus at bay.  

The ability of laboratories to develop and/or implement new tests and procedures rapidly  

provided the health system with the ability to identify the risks accurately and respond  

appropriately.  

Organizations  such  as the  APFCB allow  us to  learn  from  others  who  faced  the  same challenges.  

The professional networks that we form and maintain are a critical, if not always reco gnized , 

part of the sustainability  and  resilience  of  our  healthcare systems.  

I wish  you  all  a prosperous  2024  filled  with  new opportunities  professionally  and  personally.  

 
Best Wishes 

President, APFCB 

Dr.  Tony Badrick  

 
 
 

 

 

Dr.  Tony  Badrick  

President,  APFCB 
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Greetings  from  IFCC  President  
 

Prof.  Dr.  Tomris  Ozben  

IFCC President  

It is both an honor and a privilege for me to commence my role as the President of the IFCC  

Executive Board, beginning  my term of office on January 1st, 2024. I extend my heartfelt  

gratitude  to  the  IFCC member  societies  within  the  6 IFCC Regional  Federations  for  their  

kind  support  and  trust.  I sincerely  appreciate  their  confidence  and  assure  them  that  I will  exert  

my utmost effort to merit their  trust.  My commitment  involves  dedicating  my time and  energy  

to  enhance  the  functions  and  activities  of  IFCC. 

Taking on a leadership position, with other dedicated members of the IFCC Executive Board,  

IFCC officers, Regional Federations, National Societies, and Corporate members, our primary  

objective is to fortify the robust foundations on which the Federation stands. Our efforts will  be 

centered on identifying new opportunities and devising new strategies that  empower  Labora tory  

Medicine  to  play  a pivotal  role  in  patient  care.  Our  goal  is to  ensure  that  the  IFCC continues 

to stand as the foremost global organization representing Laboratory Medicine  worldwide.  

IFCC demands a dedicated and proficient management team. The Presid ent, along with the  

members of  the new IFCC Executive  Board and officers of  the IFCC Functional Units,  will  devote  

both  commitment  and  time.  Our  aim  is not  just  to  sustain,  but  to  enhance  IFCC functions  and  

activities,  making  significant  contributions  to  the  advancement  of  Laboratory  Medicine  and  the 

growth of its professionals. We are set to carry the IFCC flag even higher, maintaining past  

initiatives and developing new projects. The expertise,  knowledge,  and fresh ideas from the  

Executive  Board members  and  IFCC officers,  working  with  enthusiasm  across  different  

functional units, will drive this progress. We emphasize close collaboration with IFCC Regional  

Federations, IFCC Member Societies, and  Corporate  Members, encouraging  their  active  

participation  in  all  IFCC activities.  
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We extend  our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  former  IFCC Presidents,  outgoing  members  of  the  IFCC 

Executive Boards, and officers of the Functional Units for  their  exceptional contributions,  

voluntary  services,  knowledge,  and  enthusiasm  throughout  the  years.  

 
Their dedication has played a crucial role in building a robust and continually advancing  

Federation,  establishing  it  as a leading  organization  in  laboratory  medicine  worldwide,  

providing  high - quality  healt hcare  services  to  its  members.  We will  always  remember  and  deeply  

appreciate their significant contributions. While they may no longer hold active roles, we are  

confident that their interests and contributions  to  the IFCC will persist.  We look forward to  

working closely with them, drawing upon their extensive experience and knowledge for the  

benefit  of  IFCC. 

In recent  years,  IFCC's activities  have experienced  steady  growth.  The substantial  services  

and contributions  of  IFCC to  the  enhancement  of  Laboratory  Medicine  are widely  acknowledged.  

This remarkable success is attributed to  the voluntary  service,  dedication,  and time invested  

by over 300 laboratory scientists from Member Societies and Corporate Members, serving  

across various IFCC Functional Units. Our gratitude extends to the IFCC officers representing  

Member Societies and Corporate  Members  for  their  unwavering support  over  the  years.  Their 

ongoing commitment and loyalty have played a pivotal role  in  the successful execution  of  

numerous  IFCC tasks  and  projects.  

I firmly believe that advancing healthcare through Laboratory Medicine hinges on the active  

engagement and dedicated involvement of IFCC Member Societies, Corporate Members, and  

IFCC officers of the Functional Units. Their collective efforts p lay a pivotal  role in  guiding our  

profession toward  the objectives and  direction  which  will  be outlined in the new  IFCC Strategic  

Action  Plans, set  to  be implemented  in  the  coming  years.  These plans  will be  crafted in 

collaboration with the IFCC Executive Board, IFCC Functional Units, IFCC National  Societies, and 

Corporate Members, incorporating their suggestions, ideas, and comments  in  formulating the  

EFLM Strategic  Action  Plans. 

Success in this evolving landscape requires collaborations between industry, public, private,  

and academic drivers of innovation. The IFCC Executive Board welcomes the input  of ideas,  

comments, suggestions, and sharing of challenges and concerns from National Societies and  

IVD Industry Partners. We invite them to actively participa te in IFCC's endeavors, encouraging  

collaboration to fortify IFCC's leadership role in advancing laboratory medicine and enhancing  

the  quality  of  healthcare  and  medical  laboratories  worldwide.  Their  engagement  and 

contributions  are vital  as we work together  towards  

these shared goals. Their feedback, participation, and engagement will be integral to steering  

laboratory  medicine  forward  and  shaping  the  future  of  our  profession.  
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Achieving our shared objectives requires collaborative action and effort. To facilitate this, an  

interactive global platform will be established for IFCC members in laboratory medicine,  

colleagues  from  the  in  vitro  diagnostic  industry,  digital  health,  and  medical  devices.  

 
This platform will provide opportunities to interact, share, and learn through networking  

discussions on trends, opportunities, and challenges. It aims to deliver the latest innovations  

and  cutting - edge  technologies  in  laboratory  medicine,  establish  partnership  models  for  

efficient  integration  and  adoption  of  emerging  technologies,  prepare  for  new in  vitro  diagnostic  

regulations in Europe and beyond, transition to green and sustainable medical laboratories,  

harmonize and standardize laboratory tests, and enhance collaborations in education and  

research.  

I am looking forward to fostering productive collaborations and establishing efficient bridges  

with  the  IFCC Member  Societies  and  Corporate  Members  in  the  ongoing and  future  activities  of  

IFCC. 

With  my best  regards.  

Prof. Dr TomrisOzben , EuSpLM, Ph.D., D.Sci. 

Specialist  in Clinical Biochemistry  

IFCC President  

 
Full  Professor  of  Biochemistry  and  Clinical  Chemistry  

Akdeniz  University,  Medical  Faculty,  Dept.  of  Clinical  Biochemistry,  Antalya  Turkiye  

University  of  Modena  and  Reggio  Emilia,  Medical  Faculty,  Clinical  and  Experimental  Medicine,  

Ph.D. Program,  Modena,  Italy  
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Report  APFCB - Communication  and 

Publication  Committee  (C-CP)  

Prof  (Dr.)  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla  

Chair,  APFCB C- CP 

The APFCB Committee of Communication and Publications (C - CP) has the responsibility of  

developing, overseeing, reviewing, and addressing system - wide policies as well as issues  

pertaining to the  organization's  website  and  its  online  operations.  

The committee is also responsible for the online publication of APFCB news and collaborates  

with  member  associations  and  corporate  members  to  promote  participation  and  wider  

dissemination of relevant online activities, educational material and resources for laboratory  

medicine personals. Through this mode C - CP directly supports novel ideas, encouragement  and 

promotes member associations to develop policy and strategy that assist with broad goals  for  

patient  care.  The new Chair  of  the  Communication  and  Publications  Committee  for  the  term  

2023 - 2025  was appointed  in  March  2023  by the APFCB- EB. 

Members of  the  APFCB C-CP for  this  term  were : 

 

¶ Dr.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla  (Chair),  INDIA 

¶ Dr.  Deepak  Parchwani  (Web Editor),  INDIA 

¶ Dr.  Ryunosuke  Ohkawa,  JAPAN 

¶ Dr.  Mingma  Lhamu  Sherpa,  INDIA 

¶ Dr.  Alireza  Lotfi  Kian  , IRAN 

¶ Dr.  Tze Wei Poh (Corporate  -  Beckman  Coulter)  (member  till  Dec2023)  

¶ Dr. Mayank Upadhyay, Corporate Member  
 

¶ Dr. Vivek Pant, Young Scientist Member  

 

Following  their  appointment,  through  the  APFCB e- newsletter,  social  media,  and  official             

website, the  newly C - CP team has strengthened the organization's online presence. Over the  

course of the previous year, the C - CP maintained active communication and used electronic  

methods to promote the APFCB's operations to both its member societies in the Asia Pacific  

area and to  nations  under the umbrella  of  IFCC. 

In summary,  the  following  heads  ou tline  the  committee's  operation  in  the  preceding  year:  

 
1.  APFCB Website  - Maintenance  & Management:  

 

 

The C- CP is in charge of creation, upkeep, and administration of the APFCB website. Since the  

present  committee  began  its  term,  a new and  dynamic  APFCB website  has been  developed.  The 

most  recent  details  about  webinars,  online  courses,  and virtual  conferences  hosted  by the  
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APFCB, its member societies, and international professional bodies are regularly updated on  the  

federation's  website.  Scientific  publications,  guidelines,  and  webinars  (live  & recorded)  on  a variety  

of  interesting  topics  are also made available.  

A substantial transformation has occurred since the previous version, including improved  webinar 

exposure with ongoing updates; the creation of a quick link tab emphasizing APFCB  Auspices on 

the home page, social media, and news; upgrading of the announcement section,  social  media,  

visitorsõ stats  and  a designated  space has been  created  for  corporate  partners.  

APFCB auspices calendar  organized:  

 

 

As APFCB is committed to maintain and promote an exchange of information in the field for  patient 

care by creating the links of communication between the involved parties. APFCB auspices  granted  

for  scientific  conferences  and  meetings  symbolize  that  the  scientific  conference or meeting is of a 

high scientific and/or educational level. Granting of APFCB  auspices has been methodically set up 

and organized since the federation views it as a crucial  area for its outreach.  

2.  Stewardship  of  APFCB Social Media Platform  

 

 

Social media  has become  an indispensable  part  of  our  lives.  In fact,  it  is a great  online  teaching -  

learning and publicizing platform for the federation. Everyone has at least one account in any  one 

of the social media sites. This allows the federation to meet the target population who  browse and 

connect with friends and colleagues via these social media platforms on a daily  basis.  This  creates 

an opportuni ty  for  our  federation  to  be even more  user - centric  information   across  the world.  

The current C - CP set up newer social media profiles and revived the passive handles for the  APFCB 

in  an attempt  to  effectively  communicate  and  distribute  news,  publications,  nominations,  awards,  

congress  and updates  on  the  federation's  activities  with  national  societies  and  clinical  laboratory 

experts.  

Under the current C - CP, the APFCB is not only officially readily available, but is actively  

disseminating the relevant informa tion under the purview of APFCB on Facebook, Twitter,  LinkedIn,  

Instagram and  YouTube.  
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Links  to  the  APFCB social  media  pages  are as follows:  

 

 
 

(https://www.apfcb.org/networking ) 

 

Facebook  Page: https:// www.facebook.com/APFCB/  

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/APFCB_LM  

 Instagram: https:// www.instagram.com/apfcb_lm/  

LinkedIn  https:// www.linkedin.com/company/apfcb/   

YouTube:  https:// www.youtube.com/channel/UCoiicTsnVX - COjklgZHQ54Q  

 

3.  Publication of online activities, educational material and resources  

 
In the era of digital connectivity, the publication of online activities, educational materials, and  

resources plays a pivotal role in fostering accessible learning environments. Through diverse  

platforms, educators can share engaging content, interactive exercises, and valuable resources,  

transcending geographical boundaries. This dissemination facilitates the dem ocratization of  

education,  empowering  learners  globally.  

Amidst the ongoing surge in digital connectivity demand, the publication of online activities,  

educational materials, and resources is significantly enhanced through the continuous efforts of  

C- CP. We have provided  diverse  platforms  to  share  dynamic  content,  interactive  exercises,  and 

valuable  resources,  creating  a vibrant  and  accessible  learning  ecosystem.  

(visit: https://www.apfcb.org/continuing_education ). 

4.  Practices to promote education and relevant activities of the federation  

The homepage of the APFCB website and social media platforms are used to publicize all  

forthcoming events. The C - CP also notifies members of impending events and extends blast  

email invitations to them. The C - CP is relentlessly working to meticulously update and expand  

the  list of  members in  its database.  
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5.  Publication of APFCB eNews  

 
C- CP takes charge of the online publication of APFCB eNews  

(https:// www.apfcb.org/#enewsletter).  The chair  of  the  C- CP who  was appointed  in  March  

2023has  been  given  the  responsibility  of  being  the  Chief  Editor  of  the  APFCB eNews.  

The newsletter is  published  twice  a year and  can be found  on  the  APFCB website  as an e- book.  

It can also be accessed as a PDF version. As per convention of the newsletter's  biannual  

publication schedule,  two  editions  were  released  in  the  year 2023:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In keeping with convention, paintings of Dr. Tan It Koon , the organization's founder and former  

president,  was used  as the  front  cover  of  both  issues  (Issue 1: A Bunch of  Ripening  Bananas with  

Flower Bud  Still  Attached  and Issue 2: A Beautiful  View of  the Three  Gorges  in  China).  

The published APFCB News (Volume 1 and 2) includes myriads of information, ranging from  

delineating  annual  reports  from  memberõs societies  showcasing  their  efforts  in  adding  scientific  

knowledge  to  laboratory  medicine,  expert  opinion  in  laboratory  quality  management  & artificial  

intelligence,  special  reports  from  IFCC Global  Medical  Lab Week celebrations  2023  & sustainable  

green  labs.  

A feature  piece  on  Tony  Badrick  (APFCB President),  authored  by Dr.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla  (Chief  

editor  of  APFCB eNews),  was published  in  APFCB eNews 2023  Issue 2 in  recognition  of  the  honor  

he received by his appointment as òMember of the Order of Australiaó for his services and  

immense  contribution  towards  the community  and  science.  

Industry  partners  have shown  great  enthusiasm  while  sharing  reports  for  industry  voice  whether  

triage testing or non - invasive prenatal testing (NIPT). Their active engagement unde rscores a  

commitment to advancing cutting - edge technologies and practices, fostering innovation, and  

collectively  shaping the  future  landscape of diagnostic  and  prenatal healthcare.  
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An additional fascinating feature of the APFCB eNews 2023 is the increased visibility of young  

scientists and it is always thrilling to share efforts by young scientists. The full report on the  

2nd IFCC Young Scientistsõ Forum organized  in conjunction with IFCC World Lab Euro Med 

Lab 2023  in  Rome was  made  available  in  the  second  issue.  

To standardize article submissions to the APFCB news, the C - CP team drew up a guideline 

for  the  submission  of  reports,  articles  and  corporate  advertisements.  These guidelines  are 

accessible on  the  APFCB website homepage  via this  link:  

https://www.apfcb.org/Submission%20Guidelines%20APFCB%20News%20050721.pdf . 

 

A key new feature added to APFCB eNews is the clinical case discussion due to its inevitable  

importance in clinical medicine and practice as an instructive example to people who might  

encounter  similar problems.  

The APFCB eNews features compelling quiz and expert papers, offering a rich source of  

knowledge  in  the  field  of  clinical  chemistry  and  laboratory  medicine. The  quiz  engages  

readers  in testing their understanding of crucial  topics, while expert papers delve into the 

latest  advancements and insights. This combination ensures a comprehensive learning 

experience,  keeping  professionals  abreast  of  developments  in  laboratory  medicine  and 

promoting  continuous  education  within  the  APFCB community.  It  serves  as a valuable  

platform  for  sharing  expertise  and  fostering  collaborative  growth.  

Recommendations  for  the  upcoming  year:  

 

 

The committee will further explore under the following headings in 2023 - 2024 to expand 

the  APFCB network:  

Å APFCB Webinar  platform  

 

Marshall  McLuhan  in  1964  quoted  that  through digital  communication  the  world  is becoming  

a global village. It is a concept that says that communication has become instantaneous due 

to  technological  evolution.  The same notion  has now  come  into  existence  as learning/re -

learning  also  shifted  to  the  digital  arena.  With  this  concept  and  considering  the  increased  

activities/requirements and best marketing techniques, we propose to organize a series of  

webinars  to  reach  our target audience.  

XA webinar  permits  many  virtual  functionalities  in  a sense that  a fully - managed  webinar  

platform  provides the organizers with numerous sets of interactive features that not only 

make learning  easy, but also  networking.  Another  characteristic  that  makes  webinars  an 

exceptional  choice  is that  they  can reach  a wider  audience  without  any limitations.  Some of   
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the  most  eminent  advantages of webinars include simpler way to gather wider audience, aasy 

availability  of high -  profile  guests,  cost - effective  learning  method,  encourages  interaction,  

great  flexibility &  convenience  for  all,  excellent  way to  grow  network  and  not  to  exclude  

branding  & customization.  

Social media  expansion  

 

By connecting  on  social  media  handles  that  the  target  population  uses on  a daily/regular  basis,  

it enables us to meet them where they are and gives our federation the chance to disseminate  

the information worldwide. Major benefits of social media for our system includes, but not  

limited to, a communication channel for networking,  for creative demonstration, connecting  

with experts, as a marketing tool, access to information and to publish news and update.  

Because of  this,  it  is necessary  to  use these  social  media  channels  aggressively  for  outreach.  

E- Mail  Marketing  

 

E- mail marketi ng is a type of direct digital marketing method that uses emails to engage with  

a target audience. It involves sending promotional or informational content. APFCB can use e -  

mail marketing typically to create brand awareness and generate leads and presence  at an  

international forum cost effectively.  

To utilize  the  Apace News as a platform  for  APFCB activities:  

 

In the forthcoming issues of APFCB News 2024, C - CP intends and purposes to publish the  

APFCB Clinical Cases in batches of 2 to 4, considering that case studies are one of the  

cornerstones  of  medical progress  and  may provide  novel ideas in the  field.  

As members  of  the  Committee  on  communication  and  publications,  we continue  to  take   

 

Report  by:  
 

Team APFCB C- CP 
 

Chair:  Prof  (Dr.) Pradeep  Kumar  Dabla  
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Report APFCB Education Committee (C -E) 

ð APFCB Laboratory Medicine Contest   

Dr.  Wei Cui 

 

Chair,  APFCB Committee - Education  (C- E) 

 

To show the clinical significance of laboratory medicine and encourage all the laboratory  

professionals in the Asia - Pacific region to pay more attention to special cases in routine work,  

APFCB, in  collaboration  with  Shenzhen  Mindray  Bio- Medical  Electronics  company,  organized  the  

APFCB Laboratory  Medicine  Case Contest.  This  event  was themed  ôValue of  Laboratory  Medicine:  

Resolve Clinical  Challengesõ and  all  the  laboratory  professionals  in  the  AP region  were  welcome  

to  participate.  

The overall process of the contest was composed of three rounds. In the first round, the  

participant was required to submit an unpublished clinical case report that described an  

atypical, misdiagnosed, special or rare case that received a definitive diagnosis or successful  

treatment. For these cases, the participant had to explain and analyze in detail how the  

laboratory played an important role in various facets of patient management. The participant  

could share the experience he/she had obtained during daily work which could be helpful to  

improve the wor k efficiency of laboratory professionals and to improve the total laboratory  

quality. The winners of the first round then continued to the second round. The second round  

was a video case presentation. The top 10 winners were then entered into the third and  final  

round.  The third  round  was an online  presentation  followed  by Q&A.  

10 winners were awarded first prize, second prize or third prize based on the quality of their  

case reports  and presentations  

The contest was launched on August 28. In the first roun d, a total of 68 case reports from  

Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, Malaysia, and Japan were received. 50 reports were  

enrolled  in  the  second  round.  47  qualified  video  presentations  were  admitted.  After  assessment  

of  their  topic,  content,  academic  value,  and  originality,  10  winners  were  selected  who  

participated in the finals on December 15. We invited six distinguished professors to be the  

judges of the finals. They were Dr. Tony Badrick, Dr. Leslie Lai, Dr. Tjan Sian Hwa, Dr. Helen  

Martin, and Dr.  Goce Dimeski and Drv Wei Cui According to the total of the six scores awarded  

by each of the six judges for each participant, the 10 contestants were awarded first prizes,  

second  prizes  or third  prizes. Here  are the  winnersõ names  and  their topics.  

First  Prizes 

 

1. Dr.  Kadek,  Indonesia,  A Very Rare Case A Change  in  The Rhesus Blood  Type in  A Patient  With  

Colorectal Cancer.  
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2. Dr.  Sumita  Sharma,  India,  Coexistence  of  Haemoglobin  D Punjab  with  Beta Thalassaemia  

Trait  and  Gilbert Syndrome  A Complex  Case Analysis  

Second Prizes 

 

1.  Dr.  Yoji  Uejma,  Japan, A case of  Ureaplasma  meningitis  in  which  rapid  identification  

and  quantitative bacterial  count  testing  were  effective  

2.  Dr.  Siddiq  Ozaal,  Sri Lanka,  A Diagnostic  dilemma  in  a female  who  presented  

with  hypercalcemia  with  a parathyroid  and pancreatic tumor  

3.  Dr.  Ayu Mardewi,  Indonesia,  Hypokalemic  Periodic  Paralysis  and  Type 1 Renal 

Tubular  Acidosis  in  a Young  Woman  

Second Prizes 

 

1.  Dr.  Yoji  Uejma,  Japan, A case of  Ureaplasma  meningitis  in  which  rapid  identification  

and  quantitative bacterial  count  testing  were  effective  

2.  Dr.  Siddiq  Ozaal,  Sri Lanka,  A Diagnostic  dilemma  in  a female  who  presented  

with  hypercalcemia  with  a parathyroid  and pancreatic tumor  

3.  Dr.  Ayu Mardewi,  Indonesia,  Hypokalemic  Periodic  Paralysis  and  Type 1 Renal 

Tubular  Acidosis  in  a Young  Woman  
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             Screenshot  of  APFCB Laboratory  Medicine  Case Contest  Finals  
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National  Society  Report - JSCC  Japan  

Japan Society of Clinical Chemistry (JSCC)  

The 63 rd  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Japan Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry  (JSCC), chaired  by Professor  

Hiroshi  Yoshida  (Director  of  Jikei University  Kashiwa  Hospital),  was held  at the  Ochanomizu  Sola 

City  Conference  Center  in  Tokyo  from  October  27  to  29,  2023.  Although  epidemics  of  infectious  

diseases, including COVID - 19 and influenza, had not been completely stamped out in Japan,  

more than 800 paid participants joined the meeting on site. The theme of the meeting was  

òDevelopment of  clinical  chemistry  that  contributes  to  sustainable  and high - quality  healthcareó. 

We realized  that  the  translation  of  basic  science  research  from  the  bench  to  clinical  

implementation at the bedside has been steadily progressing in clinical chemistry and related  

areas. In addition to the Chairpersonõs lecture (Dr. Hiroshi Yoshida), there were 3 educational 

lectures by experts, 13 symposia, 11 co - sponsored seminars, and 106 general and student  

presentations, which were followed by active question - and - answer sessions. Special lectures  

were given by Dr. Yutaka Yatomi (Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo and Dean, Graduate  

School  of  International  University  of  Health  and  Welfare)  on  òDevelopment and  social  

implementation of clinical chemistry to ensure high - quality medical careó and by Dr. Masashi 

Yanagisawa  (Professor,  University  of  Tsukuba  and  Director,  International  Institute  for  Integrative  

Sleep Medicine) on òTrying to solve the mystery of sleep: Understanding the essence of  

sleepinessó. Their fascinating lectures were also extremely informative, which covered a wide 

range  of  topics  related  to  basic  and  clinical  sciences.  In the  JSCC interna tional  session,  Professor  

Nader Rifai of Harvard Medical School gave a presentation (pre - recorded) entitled òThe use of 

the  adaptive  learning  concept  in  laboratory  medicineó. He presented  òLearning Lab for  

Laboratory Medicineó, the AI- driven online program  for adaptive e - learning, and its usefulness  

in education and training. In the evening of the second day, a reception was held for the  

participants,  the  first  part  of  which  featured  a reading  performance  by Ms. Haruka  Miyagishima  

of the Shizuoka Performing  Arts Center. The participants enjoyed traditional Japanese culture  

and  friendly interations  with  one another.  

Finally, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the participants who came to the  

conference  venue,  to  the  sponsors,  to  the  secretariat  of  the  Japan Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry,  

to the staff members of the Department of Laboratory Medicine, The Jikei University School of  

Medicine,  and  to  the  members  of  the  clinical  Laboratory  departments  at the  four  Jikei University  

Hospitals . 

The next  64th  meeting  will  be held  by Dr.  Toshiyuki  Yamada (Professor,  Jichi Medical  University)  

in Utsunomiya,  Tochigi,  from August 30 to  September  1,  2024.  

Photo 1:  Poster  for  the  63rd  annual  Meeting  of  the  Japan Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry  

Photo 2:  Dr.  Hiroshi  Yoshida  (Professor,  The Jikei University  School  of  Medicine  and  the  Director  

of Jikei University Kashiwa Hospital) gave a special lecture (Chairpersonõs Lecture) entitled 

òChallenges for the promotion and clinical application of problem- oriente d research that  

contributes to  the  development  of clinical  chemistryó on the  first  day of  the  meeting.  
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Photo 3: Dr. Yutaka Yatomi (Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo and Dean, Graduate  

School  of  International  University  of  Health  and  Welfare)  gave a special  lecture  on the  first  

day of the meeting.  

Photo 4:  Dr.  Masashi  Yanagisawa  (Professor,  University  of  Tsukuba  and  Director,  

International  Institute for Integrative Sleep Medicine) gave a special lecture on the second 

day of the  meeting.  

Dr.  Masashi  Yanagisawa  (speaker,  left)  and  Dr.  Hiroshi  Yoshida  (session  chair,  right)  
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National  Society  Report - CACB  Taiwan  
 

NAME OF SOCIETY Chinese  Association  for  Clinical  Biochemistry  

(CACB- Taiwan)  

OFFICIAL SOCIETY EMAIL ADDRES office@cacb.org.tw  

NAME OF PRESIDENT & 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

SandyHuey- Jen Hsu 

sandyhsu@ntu.edu.tw  

NAME OF NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO 

APFCB & EMAIL ADDRESS 

Woei- horng Fang  

whfang@ntu.edu.tw  

 
In a momentous convergence of expertise and innovation, CACB orchestrated the Symposium  

of  Adaptive  Learning  and  AACC Learning  Lab at the  2023  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Taiwan  Society  

of Laboratory Medicine at Chung Shan Medical University, Taichung on November 18th, 2023.  

CACB was honored to invite Dr. Nader Rifai, a distinguished figure in the field of laboratory  

medicine, to record a video presentation addressing the pivotal topic of "T he Use of Adaptive  

Learning in Laboratory Medicine: Introduction of AACC Learning Lab." As an expert in clinical  

chemistry and a key contributor to the field, Dr. Rifai delved into the significance of adaptive  

learning methodologies within the context of l aboratory medicine. His presentation explored  

the transformative impact of adaptive learning on medical education, emphasizing the AACC  

Learning  Lab as an  innovative  platform.  CACB Executive  Director,  Dr.  Woei- Horng  Fang, 

described his experience on leadin g the initiative of translating clinical biochemistry courses  

into  Traditional  Chinese  as well  as Simplified  Chinese.  CACB President,  Dr.  Sandy Huey- Jen Hsu 

shared  her  valuable  experience  of  using  both  English  and  Chinese  versions  of  Learning  Lab. The 

audience provided positive feedback and expressed appreciation for this initiative. CACB  

encouraged the participants to spread the word and to join us for translating more courses in  

the  Learning  Lab. Our  goal  is to  enhance  the  learning  interest  of  students  and  medical  laboratory  

professionals, fostering the sharing of new knowledge and innovative interactive learning  

experiences."  

s(Photo 1) Dr. Nader Rifai delivered a pre - recorded speech at the Symposium of Adaptive  

Learning and  AACC Learning  Lab in Taichung, Taiwan  on November  18th, 2023.  
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(Photo  2) CACB Executive Director,  Dr.  Woei- Horng  Fang leads  the  AACC Learning  Lab Chinese  

version  initiative.  

(Photo  3) CACB President,  Dr.  Sandy Huey- Jen Hsu shared  her  experience  of  using  AACC 

Learning Lab.  

 

(Photo  4) CACB Board Members  and  the  distinguished  guests  at the  Symposium  of  Adaptive  

Learning  and  AACC Learning  Lab. 
 

Upcoming events  for  2024:  

CACB annual  conference  and  scientific  symposium  will  be held  in  conjunction  with  the  

38th  Joint  Annual  Conference  of  Biomedical  Science (JACBS). The main  theme  for  JACBS 

2024  is 

òBiomedicine and  Lifeó. Dr.  Man- Ho Choi,  Principal  Scientist  at Korea Institute  of  Science and  

Technology, will deliver a keynote speech regarding steroidogenesis in adrenal diseases. A  

symposium of three speakers, Professor Cheng - Hsun Chiu, Dr. Wei - Kai Wu and Professor  

Hsinchu  Lai are invited  to  share  their  expertise  of  microbiome in  health  and  disease.  
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National  Society  Report - ACBI  India  

49th ACBICON 2023 KERALA  13th September 2023 to 16th September 2023  

òLaboratory Medicine Path Ahead- Amalgamating  Technology and Humanity ó 

 

                                        CONFERENCE REPORT 

 

The 49th ACBICON 2023 was organized in Kerala by the Association of Clinical Biochemists of  

India  (ACBI) and  the  Believers  Church  Medical  College.  Themed  òLaboratory Medicine  Path Ahead  

- Amalgamating  Technology  and  Humanityó, it  attracted  around  1,000  biochemists  and  medical  

lab professionals nationwide. The conference, which offered sessions like keynotes, symposia,  

and workshops, aimed to provide an enriching platform for experts to sha re knowledge and  

advancements in clinical biochemistry. For the first time, ACBI opened its exhibition to the  

public. 49th ACBI also collaborated with global entities like the IFCC and APFCB to ensure  

international standards were maintained. The inaugural ceremony on 14 September 2023 was  

marked by addresses from key personalities. The ceremony commenced with a warm welcome  

address by the Organizing Secretary, 49th ACBICON 2023, Dr. Kannan Vaidyanathan. He  

extended gratitude to all the attendees and highlighted the importance of the event, followed  

by Dr. Seema Bhargava, the President of the Association of Clinical Biochemistry of India, who  

stressed  the  gathering's  significance.  The General  Secretary,  Association  of  Clinical  

Biochemistry of India, Dr . Rajiv Ranjan Sinha provided an annual report for the year 2022,  

detailing  the  association's  accomplishments.  The CEO and  Director  of  Believers  Church  Medical  

College, Dr. George Chandy Matteethra, highlighted the growing collaboration between the  

institu tions. The ceremony was further honored by the presence of the former Hon. Health  

Minister, Smt. K.K. Shailaja Teacher, as the Chief Guest. Her inspiring words underscored the  

importance of healthcare advancements and appreciated the efforts of the organiz ers. Dr. Riju  

Mathew,  Associate  Professor,  Department  of  Biochemistry,  closed  the  event by  thanking  

everyone  involved.  
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The conference featured seven prominent orations aimed at advancing clinical biochemistry 

in  India. The K.L. Gupta Memorial Oration was delivered by Dr. Alpana Sharma, Professor AIIMS,  

New Delhi,  who  discussed  innovative  strategies  in  cancer  research,  emphasizing  the  

progression from diagnostics to therapeutics. The Dr. K.P Sinha Oration was delivered by Dr  

Tony Badrick, Chief Executive Officer, Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia Quality  

Assurance Programs, who highlighted the  importance of patient - centered care, emphasizing  

the  need  to  treat  every  patient  as an individual  in  clinical  decision - making.  The Taranath  Shetty  

Memorial  Oration  was delivered  by Dr Chandrabhas  Narayana  from  RGCB, Thiruvananthapuram.  

The Awadhesh  Saran Memorial  Oration  was delivered  by Dr.  Shyam S Chauhan,  Professor  & Head 

Department of Biochemistry AIIMS New Delhi, who explored the role of Heterogeneous Nuclear  

Ribonucleoprotein D in oral cancer, emphasizing its significance in diagnosis and treatment.  

The Dr. T.N. Patabhiraman Oration was delivered by Dr. Seema Bhargava, President, ACBI,  

Chairperson and Senior Consultant, Department of Biochemistry & Professor, GRIPMER, who  

discussed  the  contributions  of  Nobel  Laureates  in  Biochemistry  and contrasted  th em with other  

impactful  figures  in  the  field  who  havenõt received  a Nobel  Prize.  The Dr.  Praveen Sharma Oration  

was delivered by Dr. Poornima Manjrekar who highlighted the evolving landscape of type 2  

diabetes, discussing contemporary trends and emerging challenges. The Mrs. & Dr. G.P.Talwar  

Oration was delivered by Dr. Medha Rajappa, Additional Professor of Biochemistry Department  

of Biochemistry Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education & Research(JIPMER),  

Dhanvantari Nagar, Puducherry, who delved into biomarker signatures of inflammatory skin  

diseases,  emphasizing  their  importance  in  refining  treatment approaches.  
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Sessions  

The 49th ACBICON 2023 Kerala meticulously organized 19 sessions, spread over three days,  

into four parallel segments in distinct halls. Day one comprised 11 parallel sessions, while day  

two had 5, and day three had 3 parallel sessions, each catering to specific the mes. Renowned  

personalities chaired the sessions, enhancing the discussions with their expertise. Speakers,  

experts in their fields, presented on various topics, ensuring comprehensive learning for  

attendees regardless of their familiarity with the subject . Each talk was followed by a Q&A  

segment, promoting active engagement and in - depth understanding. A highlight was the  

symposium by the IFCC Committee on Clinical Laboratory Management (C - CLM). Prof. Sedef  

Yenice (VLP), Executive  Member  of  IFCC Education  and  Management  Division (EMD)  spoke on 

the role of data analytics in clinical labs, and Prof. Praveen Sharma, Secretary, Asia -  Pacific 

Federation for Clinical Biochemistry & Laboratory Medicine (APFCB), highlighted the  importance  

of  Emotional  Intelligence  in leadership.  Additionally,  embracing  the  digital  age, Prof  Dr. Tomris 

Ozben, President of the European Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory  Medicine 

(EFLM) and President Elect of the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and  Laboratory  

Medicine (IFCC) presented virtually on the advancements in oncology diagnostics,  emphasizing 

the shift from traditional tumor markers to liquid biopsies. Several parallel  sessions  highlighted  

international  speakers.  Dr Khosrow  Adeli,  President,  Internatio nal  Federation  of  Clinical  

Chemistry  and  Laboratory  Medicine  (IFCC), whose  discourse  on "emphasizing  the  cardiovascular  

risks  associated  with  postprandial  dyslipidemia  in  obesity  and  diabetes" was a standout 

contribution to the discussions. His deep dive into the complex  interrelations  between  dietary  

patterns,  metabolic  responses,  and  cardiovascular  health  provided attendees with valuable 

insights. Dr Adeli's ability to elucidate the intricacies of this  topic showcased not only his 

expertise but also high lighted the critical need for increased  awareness and understanding of 

these cardiovascular risks in the context of modern health  challenges. All through Parallel 

Session 5 at the 49th ACBICON 2023 Kerala, the focus was on  the integration of cutting - edge 

AI into medical diagnostics, especially its role in promoting  health equity. Led by Dr. Pradeep K 

Dabla (Chair, Communication and Publications Committee,  Asia- Pacific  Federation  for  Clinical  

Biochemistry  & Laboratory  Medicine  (APFCB) ) and  Dr.  Bernard  Gouget, Chair IFCC C - MHBLM; 

Committee on Mobile Health and Bioengineering in Laboratory  Medicine, President of the 

National Committee for the Selection of Reference Laboratories,  Ministry of Health and 

Prevention, and Ex - President of the Healthcare Divisio n Committee,  painted a future where AI 

reshapes healthcare and laboratory diagnostics for more equitable  outcomes. A standout talk 

was delivered by Dr . Bernard Gouget on "Unlocking the Potential of  Chat  GPT: Can it  be our  

Virtual  Assistant  in  Lab Medicine  for  Better  Care?" where  he emphasized  AI's transformative 

potential in enhancing lab operations and patient care. He envisioned AI as  a pivotal tool in Lab 

Medicine, enhancing accuracy and accessibility. Parallel Session 6 at the  49th  ACBICON 2023 

Kerala d elved into "Advances in  Cancer  Diagnostics:  Current Indian  Scenario" under the expert 

guidance of Chairperson Dr. Arnab Pal (Professor, Post Graduate  Institute  of  Medical  Education  

and  Research,  Chandigarh).  The session  highlighted  the  importance of cancer  diagnostics, 

especially in India's diverse context. Dr. Maritha Kotze  (Division  of  Chemical  Pathology,  NHLS 

and  Stellenbosch  University,  Tygerberg  Hospital,  Bellville,  Cape Town, S Africa) further enriched 

the discussions by detailing the progression of g enetic  testing in pathology. During the 49th 

ACBICON 2023 Kerala, Parallel Session 7, chaired by Dr.  Dharamveer Yadav, Professor, All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences Jodhpur, delved into  Molecular  Diagnostics.  The session  

spotlighted Dr  Maritha  Kotze's  insights  on integrating  
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point - of - care DNA screening  with  comprehensive  genome  sequencing,  highlighting  its  potential  

to revolutionize pathology and patient care.  Following Dr Kotze, the focus shifted to Dr  

Manogari  Chettyõs (Professor  and  HOD: Craniofacial  Biology,  Pathology  & Radiology)  discussion  

on dental and cranio - facial genetics in Africa. Dr. Helen Martin, (Past Secretary, Asia - Pacific  

Federation  for  Clinic al Biochemistry  & Laboratory  Medicine  (APFCB) an APFCB Traveling  Lecturer,  

delved deep into Vitamin D's pivotal role in health. Her comprehensive overview touched upon  

its significance in bone health, immunity, and mood regulation. In a shift to a digital format,  

Parallel Session 12, under the AACC India Section and chaired by Dr. Jayashree Bhattacharjee,  

showcased Dr. Octavia M. Peck Palmer's (Division Director, Clinical Chemistry Medical Director,  

UPMC Presbyterian  and  Shadyside  Automated  Testing  Laboratories)  deep  dive  into  the  

intersection of laboratory and emergency medicine. Her talk, "The Total Testing Process:  

Collaboration  between  Laboratory  Medicine  and Emergency  Medicine  to  Ensure Quality  Testing,"  

highlighted the vital role of collaborati on in ensuring accuracy and efficiency in emergency  

medical testing. Parallel Session 13 of the 49th ACBICON 2023 Kerala delved deep into a topic  

of  pressing  relevance,  especially  given  the  global  surge  in  cases of  diabetes  mellitus.  Titled  "The 

Value and Evidence of Laboratory Tests Used in the Management of Diabetes Mellitus," this  

session,  held  under  the  auspices  of  IFCC/EBLM Evidence- based  Laboratory  Medicine,  promised  

to impart essential insights into the role of lab tests in diabetes management. Presi ding over  

the session as the Chairperson, Dr. Seema Bhargava (President, ACBI, Chairperson and Senior  

Consultant, Department of Biochemistry & Professor, Ganga Ram Institute for Postgraduate  

Medical  Education  & Research (GRIPMER) navigated  attendees  throug h a series  of  presentations  

and discussions that merged foundational knowledge with the latest advances in diabetes  

diagnostics  and  management.  Dr.  Emma English  delivered  an insightful  analysis  on  "examining  

the  pros  and  cons  of  HbA1c  testing."  Her balanced  presentation  highlighted  both  the  strengths  

and limitations of the test, offering attendees a comprehensive understanding. Dr. Emma  

Englishõs skill in presenting intricate details in a clear manner was especially commendable, 

enriching the audienc e's knowledge on HbA1c testing nuances. Parallel Session 16, chaired by  

Dr.  Tony  Badrick,  (CEO, Royal College  of  Pathologists  of  Australasia  Quality  Assurance  

Programs) focused on "The Clinical Laboratory in Health & Disease." The session explored the  

vital role of laboratories in patient care, highlighting the latest advancements and challenges.  

Under Dr. Badrick's expert leadership, attendees were treated to a series of enlightening  

presentations and discussions. During this session, Dr. Tomris Ozben' s online presentation on  

"transitioning labs to greener practices" was a standout. Addressing an increasingly important  

topic,  Dr.  Ozben  highlighted  the  urgency  and  methods  for  making  laboratories  more  

environmentally friendly. The talk was not only timely  but also forward - thinking, reflecting the  

need  for  sustainable  practices  in  modern  medical  science.  Dr.  Ozben's  approach  to  the  subject,  

delivered with clarity and expertise, resonated with attendees and emphasized the imperative  

for  eco- friendly  transitions  in  lab  operations.  Meanwhile,  Session 19,  at the  49th  ACBICON 2023  

Kerala, titled "Miscellaneous -  2," ventured into innovative topics in clinical chemistry and  

laboratory  medicine.  Led by Chairpersons  Dr.  D Dash and  Dr.  SB Sharma,  the  session  spotlighted  

unique areas of research. A highlight was Dr. John Anetor's (Head of Department, Chemical  

Pathology, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria) presentation on the "Exposome - Nutriome  

Pathway," exploring the intricate relationship between lifetime exposures, nutrition, and their  

implications  on  health.  Dr.  Anetor  emphasized  the  role  of  laboratory  medicine  in  understanding  

these  interactions  and their  health  impacts.  

 

26 



APFCB News 2023 Issue 2 APFCB News 2024 Issue 1 Member Societies 

 

 

Prelude to the 49th ACBICON 2023 Kerala: Insightful Pre -

Conference  

 

Workshops: Before diving into the deep waters of the 49th ACBICON 2023 Kerala, attendees  

were treated to a series of enlightening pre - conference workshops. Designed to provide in -  

depth  understanding  on  specialized  topics,  these  sessions  were  helmed  by distinguished  

faculty  and hosted across eminent venues in Thiruvananthapuram. At the renowned Rajiv 

Gandhi  Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB), a session on ôProteomics and Medical Applicationsõ 

was conducted,  shedding  light  on  the  dynamic  world  of  proteins  and  their  implications  in  

medicine.  The insightful discourse was further enhanced by Dr. Abdul Jaleelõs workshop on 

òGenomics in Infectious  Diseases,ó where  attendees  delved  into  the  genomic  intricacies  

underlying  infectious  pathogens and their interactions with the host. Not too far, at the 

RGCB's Kinfra Campus,  another enlightening session was in progress. Dr. Radhakrishnan 

Nair, a prominent figure in  the  domain,  presided  over  two  critical  workshops.  The first  covered  

the  intricate  topic  of  òInborn Metabolic  Disorders  and Amino  Acid  Analysis,ó providing  an 

understanding  of  genetic  metabolic  defects and the methods to diagnose them. The second 

was an essential session for budding  and  seasoned  researchers  alike,  titled  òFrom Conceiving  

a Research Topic  to  its  Publication.ó Dr.  Sucheta Dandekar, Professor of Biochemistry Era's 

Lucknow Medical College, Lucknow Member  of the Quality Assurance Committee and Global 

Consultant by FAIMER,  Philadelphia and Dr.  Thomas Chacko, Dean Medical Education & 

Professor Community Medicine, Believers Church  Medical College, Thiruvalla, elucidated the 

research process's nuances, from ideation to the  pivotal moment of publication, providing 

attendees wit h a roadmap to academic success.  Further, the Al Saj Convention Center in 

Kazhakkoottam was buzzing with activity. A timely  workshop  on the  òTransition from  

ISO15189  2012  to  2022  -  Learning  Opportunitiesó was hosted  here, guiding laboratories on 

the transi tion journey between these standards. Dr. Pradeep  Kumar Dabla, Chair, 

Communication and Publications Committee, Asia - Pacific Federation for  Clinical 

Biochemistry & Laboratory Medicine (APFCB), with his vast expertise, illuminated the  updates, 

the  implications, and  the strategies  to  ensure  compliance and  quality.  
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Poster and Oral Presentation: The national conference featured competitions in poster and  

oral  presentations,  allowing  scholars  to  showcase  their  research.  Participants  displayed  

their  findings  in  posters,  promoting  individual  interactions,  while  the  oral  presentations  

allowed  a deeper exploration of their topics. Both formats were assessed by expert panels 

for clarity,  depth, and relevance. Winners received cash prizes and achievement 

certificates,  acknowledging  their  valuable  contributions  and  efforts  in the  field.  

 

Quiz competition Organized by Department  of Biochemistry AFMC (Armed Forces Medical  

College,  Pune): The quiz  competition  added  a dynamic  and  engaging  facet  to  the  

conference,  allowing  attendees  to  actively  participate,  challenge  themselves,  and interact  

with  the  content  in a  fun  and competitive  manner.  
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Corporate Innovation & R&D Highlights: The 49th ACBICON 2023 in Kerala served as both 

an academic  and  corporate  hub,  highlighting  advancements  in  clinical  biochemistry  and  

laboratory  medicine.  Industry  leaders  showcased  innovations,  emphasizing  the  synergy  

between  academic  research and industry application to produce tangible healthcare 

solutions. The event fostered  interactions  between  corporate  entities  and  the  academic  

community,  ensuring  R&D efforts  met  practical healthcare needs. Attendees gained 

insights into the latest industry technologies and  trends,  underlining  the  industry's  

commitment to  advancing the  field.  

 
 

 

 

 

A Banquet to Remember: The 49th ACBICON 2023, Kerala featured a memorable evening 

at Uday Samudra Leisure Beach Hotel, Kovalam, Thiruvananthapuram, where guests were 

treated  to an elegant banquet dinner set to the soothing tones of water music. The serene 

ambiance  was enlivened by a DJ, making attendees of all ages dance and enjoy. The 

highligh t for many  was the  diverse  culinary  spread,  ranging  from  traditional  Kerala  dishes  

to  international  cuisines,  all accentuated by expertly crafted cocktails. Beyond just a 

dinner, the banquet was a blend of  fine dining, lively music, and spirited camaraderie, 

underscoring the conference's balance of  intellectual and  social  enjoyment.  
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Showcasing Kerala's Cultural  Heritage  at  the  Conference:  One of  the  most  memorable  

aspects  of the conference was the  vibrant showcase of Kerala's rich cultural heritage 

through its iconic  art  forms.  For those  unfamiliar  with  these  traditional  dances,  brief  

introductions  were  provided,  ensuring participants understood the significance and 

stories behind each performance.  The inclusion of these cultural events was met with 

overwhelming positivity. Attendees expressed  their joy and appreciation for the 

opportunity to witness such authentic performances, with  many  considering  it  a highlight 

of  their  visit.  
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National Society Report - KSCC Korea  

KSCC  Spring  Meeting,  May  11,  2023  

Korean Society of Clinical Chemistry (KSCC) held its spring meeting in Seoul on May 11, 2023.  

A total of 363 people attended the event, including 148 clinical pathologists, 51 resident  

doctors,  and  57  certified  laboratory  technologies.  The number  of  attendees  increased  compared  

to the previous fall meeting in 2022 (which had 310 attendees), possibly due to reduced  

concerns  about  COVID- 19.  During  the  meeting,  we provided  information  on  the  latest  laborat ory  

tests  and  instruments  in  the  field  of  clinical  chemistry,  covering  analytical  performance  

specifications, tumor markers, urine analysis, etc. The meeting comprised five symposium  

sessions  and  two  review  courses.  The review  courses  were  available  online  for  a month.  

Here are the  details  of  the  program  and  the  event  photos:  

Ǻ Symposium (Part  1) 
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Professor  Yong Wha Lee (President  of  KSCC) delivering  the  opening  address 

 

 

Executive  board  members  and advisors of  KSCC 
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The organizing  committee  of  the  2023  KSCC spring meeting  

 
KSCC Fall  Meeting  Plan 

KSCC will  hold the fall  meeting in Seoul on November 1ð2, 2023. 
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National  Society  Report - KSCC  Korea  

KSCC  Fall  Meeting, November  1ð2,  2023  

Korean Society of Clinical Chemistry (KSCC) held its fall meeting in Seoul on November1 ð

2,  2023.  A total  of  366  people  attended  the  event,  including  144  clinical  pathologists,  34  

resident  doctors,  43  certified  laboratory  technologies,  etc.  The number  of  attendees  

increased  compared  to the previous f all meeting in 2022 (which had 310 attendees). The 

meeting comprised five  symposium  sessions,  two  workshops,  and  review  course as  video  

on  demand  format.  

 

During  the  symposium,  we provided  information  on the  latest  laboratory  tests  and  

instruments  in  the  field  of  clinical  chemistry,  covering  pre - analytical  phase  management,  

medical  informatics, heart failure diagnosis, genetic testing, etc. Furthermore, this fall 

meeting also  placed emphasis on educational programs. Among them, two workshops 

focused on dat a analysis  using  the  R programming  language  and  assay performance  

evaluation.  Additionally,  an online education program (Review Course) was delivered 

through Video On Demand (VOD)  format.  

 

Here are the  details  of  the  programs  and  the  event  photos:  
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Professor  Yong  Wha Lee (President  of  KSCC) delivering  the  opening  address  

 

 
 

Executive  board  members  and  advisors  of  KSCC 
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The organizing  committee  of  the  2023  KSCC fall  meeting  

 

KSCC  2024  Spring  Meeting  Plan  

 

KSCC will  hold  the  spring  meeting  in  Seoul on  April  11ð12,  2024.  
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National  Society  Report - IACC  Indonesia  
 

Indonesian  Association  of  Clinical  Chemistry  Report  

ArwinPrasasto,  DarmastantiWidi ðsecretariat@iacc.web.id  

Green Laboratory  Webinar:  Make Your Effort  Be Measured 

 

Sustainability development is the development that meets the needs of the present 

without  compromising  the ability of  future generations to meet their  own needs.  The 

Indonesia  Sustainable Development Goals Summit 2023 committed to successfully 

im plementing the  development  agenda  to  achieve  17  goals  before  2030.  

 

Hospitals,  health  practitioners  & laboratory  medicine  community  face a great  challenge  

because  of  the  useof  more  energy  & water  than  offices  and  generate  huge  amounts  of  

hazardous  & non -  hazardous waste. At the same time, it is a great opportunity to 

contribute to improving the  sustainability  performance  of laboratories  & healthcare  

systems.  

All laboratories, including laboratories, should do their part to reduce the harm they do 

to the  environment and also to improve patients' comfort and safety. At this stage the 

awareness of  the environmental impact of clinical laboratories is limited. Therefore, there 

is a need to  sensitize  labs  about  the  importance  of adopting  good  environmental  

prac tices.  

 

One of the ways to achieve this, IACC in cooperation with APFCB presents an online 

seminar  that aims to engage laboratories in Indonesia and other countries to contribute 

to developing  sustainable  laboratories  and  having  a culture  behavior  to  suppo rt  green  

environment  laboratories. The goals of this webinar are for the participants to understand 

the sustainability  and the impact of doing sustainable activities, understand how 

laboratories can participate in  sustainability  efforts,  and  understand  how  to  measure  the  

impact  of our  green  activity.  

 

There were 649 registered participants and during the webinar, there were 266 

participants  from  Indonesia  and  abroad  (Malaysia,  India, Singapore,  South Korea, etc.).  

The webinar ran well. The speakers of the webinar were Dr. Lia Partakusuma, MM, SpPK(K), 

Dr.  Tony Badrick (APFCB), and Jay Nam. The participants were enthusiastic and asked 

questions to  the speakers  during  the  30 - minute  discussion session.  
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Instagram  Reels Competition  for  Green Laboratory  

29 participants from Indonesia joined the Green Award Instagram reels competition.  The 

content  and  quality  of  the  video,  engagement,  and  creativity  were  the  criteria  of  the  

winner.  All  of the participants of this competition were being awarded a nd also one 

participant who wrote  an article on the  past  seminar in early  2023  was being  awarded  in  

this  event.  

 

The list  of  the  participants:  
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Social Services for  Anak  Dalam  Tribes  

The Anak Dalam tribe or Orang Rimba is one of the minority ethnic groups living in Jambi  

Province.  This  tribe  is still  categorized  as an "isolated  community"  because  of  their  

nomadic  life  in the  forest.  They live  in  groups  with a  tribal  leader  and  live  by hunting.  

IACC conducted  this  event  from  the  4th  to  the  6th  of  August  2023.  The main  agenda  is 

to  give  mass treatment to  the tribe  and also give  a blood test  for them  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 
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May I Help You Campaign (Pre-analytical  Survey) 

 

Preanalytical  errors  occur  most  frequently  (70% of  the  total  testing  process)  and  can have 

serious  impacts on patients. Therefore, correct preanalytical activities are needed  to be 

able to provide  good  laboratory  results.  Improvements  in  pre - analytical  quality need  to  

be carried  out  continuously. Since 2012, IACC has carried out the May I Help  You 

Campaign pre - analytical  survey  activities  to  improve  pre - analytical  quality  in  Indonesia.  

In 2023,  collaboration  was carried  out  with  the  Jakarta Health  Service to  conduct  a survey  

of  10  laboratories, including 6 Type A and B Regional Hospitals in Jakarta. Surveys were 

conducted  for these six hospitals in January ð June 2023 and an evaluation/follow - up 

survey was carried  out  in  July ð December  2023,  namely  Pasar Minggu  Hospital,  Koja  

Regional  Hospital,  Cengkareng Regional Hospital, Pasar Rebo Regional Hospital, Budi Asih 

Hospital,  Adhyaksa  Hospital.  Several materials  were  found  that  needed  attention  for  

improvement  in  each hospital.  
 

 
Meet the  Expert  
 

 

Ethics are the principles that guide us to make a positive impact through our decisions 

and  actions.  In the  laboratory  we often  face technical,  medical  and  ethical  problems.  When 

problems  occur, laboratory managers must be able to resolve the problem properly. This 

is where  leadership  is really  needed,  especially  ethical  leadership.  

This hybrid seminar was conducted (offline and online) on 18th December 2023. The  

speaker  was Prof.  Rajiv Erasmus from  South  Africa.  Prof  Rajiv Erasmus  also  represented  the  

APFCB. There  were  142  participants  in  total  offline  and  online.  

 

IACC Instagram  Live! 

 
IACC conducted Instagram Live several times  during the second semester of 2023. The 

topics  were on in vitro fertilization, hepatitis, upper respiratory tract infection, childhood 

cancer  awareness,  thrombosis,  and  Pediatric  Reference  Value  & IFCC Program  for  

Developing  Countries. The target audience  were the public and laboratory workers. The 

notable speakers  were  Prof. Koshrow Adeli, PhD.,  Prof.  Dr.  Rahajuningsih  

D. Setiabudi, Sp.PK(K), Dr. ThyrzaDarmadi, Sp.PK, Dr. Dr. Nuri DyahIndrasari, Sp.PK(K), 

Dr.  Dennis  Jacobus, Sp.PK, and  many  more.  
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IACC Website  Refresh!  

The IACC website has been around since 2015 and has helped many of its members.  

Member  registration,  activity  news  and  seminar  materials  can be  obtained  on  the  website.  

Since 2019, the name IACC has  been used to replace HKKI. However, the website and  

email  address  still  use the  HKKI name.  In 2024,  we will  use the  name  IACC as the  name  of  

our  website  and  become  iacc.web.id.  The secretariat's  email  address  has also  been 

changed  to  secretariat@iacc.web.id. I n the future, the new IACC website will use new  

features to make it  easier  to  register  and  pay membership  fees,  make  it  easier  to  register  

for  IACC activities,  make  it easier to get seminar materials and certificates, and monitor 

IACC activities through the  activity  calendar.  We 
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National  Society  Report - MACB  Malaysia   
 
MALAYSIAN ASSOCIATION OF CLINICAL BIOCHEMISTS (MACB) 

 

1.  HbA1C User Meetin g 

Everlife - Chemopharm  Group  organized  a hybrid  HbA1c  User Meeting  at Vida  Bukit  Ceylon,  Level 22,  

KL on  19th  September  2023  under  the  MACB auspices.  The meeting  featured  lectures  from  three  

esteemed  speakers: Dr. Marco Flamini, Bio - Rad Global Product Manager; Dr. Adlin Zafrulan Bin 

Zakaria, Senior  Chemical  Pathologist  at Hospital  Raja Perempuan  Zainab  II; and  Associate  Professor  

Dr.  Busadee, Clinical  Pathologist  at Mahidol  University  in  Thailand.  

 

In the meeting, Dr Marco Flamini shared on òDiabetes and Hemoglobinopathy Testing, A Synergic  

Strategy  for  A Common  Goal:  A Healthier  Community.ó; Dr Adlin  on  òStreamlining Laboratory  

Reporting:  Overcoming  Challenges  with  Bio- Rad HPLC Methodó; and  Dr  BusadeeProtumvinit  on 

òUpdate on  Diabetes  Situation in Thailand & Potential Effect of Analytic and Clinical Factors of 

HbA1có. The meeting ended after Dr Hanisah Abdul Hamidõs topic on òCorrelation of HbA1c value 

between Variant II Turbo HbA1c  Analyzer and  D100  HbA1c Analyzer  among  patients  with  P3 >  5%ò 

 

 

Pic 1:  Event flyer   
 

 

Pic2: Opening  remarks  by MACB President  
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Overall, it was a fruitful meeting with 33 physical attendees and 134 virtual attendees 

who joined on Microsoft Teams.  

 

      

Pic 3: Lecture and Q&A session with Dr 

Marco Flemini  

       Pic4: Participants at HbA1C User Meeting

2.0  THE 7 th  CONGRESS OF ASIA ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL LABORATORY 

SCIENTISTS (AAMLS 2023)  

The Malaysian  Association  of  Clinical  Biochemists  (MACB) signed  a Memorandum  of  

Understanding  with  Malaysian Institute of Medical Laboratory Sciences (MIMLS) to support 

the Asia Association of Medical  Laboratory  Scientists  (AAMLS) Congress  which  was hosted  

by MIMLS at World  Trade  Centre  Kuala Lumpur  from  9th  to  12th  October  2023.  The aim  of  

this  collaboration  between  MIMLS and  MACB was to  showcase  the  best  of  Malaysia  medical  

laboratory  industry  to  delegates  from  across  Asia,  fostering  a sense of  hope  and 

appreciation for the advancements in medical laboratory sciences in the country. The 

MACB supported  the congress  in  2 programmers : 

 

Pre- Congress  Workshops  (Day 1):   

MACB conducted pre - congress workshop on 9th October from 1.30pm to 5.30pm on 

òImpact of Iso 15189:2022 O n Laboratory Quality Managementó. A lecture on 

ôIntroduction to ISO 15189:2002: Requirements for Quality and Competenceõ was given 

by Ms Fariza Wan Abdullah Department of  Standards Malaysia, Ministry of International 

Trade and Industry Malaysia, ôRisk Based Approach in ISO  15189:2022õ by Dr Raja Elina 

Raja Aziddin, President of MACB and ôManaging Quality in the Context of ISO 15189:2022õ 

by Ms Rozita  Abdullah,  Clinical  Biochemist,  Hospital Sungai Buloh.  

 

Symposium  12  ð Immunology  and  Clinical  Chemistry  (Day 2)  

MACB assisted MIMLS in inviting 2 speakers for this symposium. The lecture on ôVitamin 

D & Endocrine  Disordersõ was delivered by Dr Sharifah Faradila Wan Muhammad Hatta, 

Consultant Internal Medicine  Physician and Endocrinologist, KPJ Damansara Special ist 

Hospital 2 and ôInterference in Immunoassaysõ by Ms Joanne Lee Mee Yin, Senior Manager, 

Quality Assurance and Technical Excellence, Parkway  Laboratories,  IHH Singapore.  

 

3.0  MALAYSIA BUSINESS EVENTS WEEK (MBEW) 

The MACB participated in the MBEW which w as organized  by Malaysia Convention & 

Exhibition Bureau  (MyCEB) on  22nd - 23rd  August,  2023  at Kuala  Lumpur  Convention  

Centre . 
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